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AENV’s Expectations on Protocols/Process

■ Meets regulatory requirements

■ Meets policy/program objectives

■ Calculation methodologies appropriate

■ Protocol is additional to BAU and regulatory requirements

■ Appropriate stakeholders being consulted

■ AENV – due diligence with member Depts/Agencies



Protocol Review and Milestones Today 
Check Carbon Offset Solutions website for 

draft protocols, protocols under development

Develop & compile Technical Seed Document(s) 
(TSD) for protocol foundation

Prepare Technical Protocol Plan (TPP)

Submit TPP & TSDs to Alberta Government for 
review

Provide feedback to protocol developers – 60 
days*

Adapt into Alberta protocol format 
(Standardization)

1st round of reviews – expert technical review
No sustained objections, then move forward.

2nd round of reviews – broader stakeholder review
No sustained objection, then move forward

3rd round of reviews – posting for public review
30 days

Finalization of protocol & review of public 
comments by Alberta Environment

Government approval & posting of 
protocol
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Protocol Developer

Alberta Government

Protocol Developer

Coordination by 
Climate Change 
Central (C3)

“All parties involved”

Alberta Government



Technical Protocol Plan 

■ First Cut to test whether a future Protocol meets the Policy Criteria
□ Project Type/Reductions Anticipated – scope, magnitude, comlpeteness
□ Background Info/Best Practice Guidance –accuracy, conservative
□ Regulatory, Legal Requirements and/or Incentive/Grant Programs - additional
□ Barriers to Implementation - risks
□ Review of Technology – penetration levels; proprietaryness
□ Review of Existing Projects -activity levels; adoption levels
□ Summary of Quantification  Approaches used - validity
□ Other Impacts (assuring permanence methods) 
□ Assessment of Baseline Scenarios – additionality tests
□ Selection of Baseline Scenario - justification
□ Definition of the Project Condition
□ Functional Equivalence - relevance
□ Flexibility Mechanisms - completeness



Discussion Points
1. Technical Protocol Plan

□ Internal GoA review; feedback on eligibility
□ Timing main issue – submission deadline?

2. Appropriate Engagement
□ C3/AENV conduct 1st round of technical review

3. Timing of Review
□ Fall is best?  September deadline – allows 2 months for Nov 30th

deadline
□ Should it be staggered?  Two calls per year?  If so, what time is best 

for AENV
4. Capacity

□ Technical Reference Group – would it help.  If so, what might that 
group look like and how would they be used.
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